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Abuses by King John caused a revolt by nobles who compelled him     Name 
to execute this recognition of rights for both noblemen and ordinary  
Englishmen. It established the principle that no one, including the    ____________________ 
king or a lawmaker, is above the law.   
 

… it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide  
new Guards for their future security.  [Declaration of Independence]

 

5B The Magna Carta     (The Great Charter) 
1. In the first place we have granted to God, and by this our 

present charter confirmed for us and our heirs forever that the 

English Church shall be free, and shall have her rights entire, 

and her liberties inviolate; and we will that it be thus observed; 

which is apparent from this that the freedom of elections, which is 

reckoned most important and very essential to the English 

Church, we, of our pure and unconstrained will, …  

 

13. And the city of London shall have all it ancient liberties and 

free customs, as well by land as by water; furthermore, we decree 

and grant that all other cities, boroughs, towns, and ports shall 

have all their liberties and free customs. 

 

17. Common pleas shall not follow our court, but shall be held in 

some fixed place. 

 

38. No bailiff for the future shall, upon his own unsupported 

complaint, put anyone to his "law", without credible witnesses 

brought for this purposes. 

 

40. To no one will we sell, to no one will we refuse or delay, right 

or justice. 

 

 
 
 
 
sacred – unbroken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
duties – tolls on imports 
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41. All merchants shall have safe and secure exit from England, 

and entry to England, with the right to tarry there and to move 

about as well by land as by water, for buying and selling by the 

ancient and right customs, quit from all evil tolls, except (in time of 

war) such merchants as are of the land at war with us… 

 

 

45. We will appoint as justices, constables, sheriffs, or bailiffs only 

such as know the law of the realm and mean to observe it well. 

 

52. If anyone has been dispossessed or removed by us, without 

the legal judgment of his peers, from his lands, castles, 

franchises, or from his right, we will immediately restore them to 

him; and if a dispute arise over this, then let it be decided by the 

five and twenty barons of whom mention is made below in the 

clause for securing the peace. … 

 

 

54. No one shall be arrested or imprisoned upon the appeal of a 

woman, for the death of any other than her husband 

 

 

60. Moreover, all these aforesaid customs and liberties, the 

observances of which we have granted in our kingdom as far as 

pertains to us towards our men, shall be observed by all of our 

kingdom, as well clergy as laymen, as far as pertains to them 

towards their men. 
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61. … the quarrel that has arisen between us [the king] and our 

barons, we have granted all these concessions, desirous that 

they should enjoy them in complete and firm endurance forever, 

we give and grant to them the underwritten security, namely, that 

the barons choose five and twenty barons of the kingdom, 

whomsoever they will, who shall be bound with all their might, to 

observe and hold, and cause to be observed, the peace and 

liberties we have granted and confirmed to them by this our 

present Charter,…  

 

63. Wherefore we will and firmly order that the English Church be 

free, and that the men in our kingdom have and hold all the 

aforesaid liberties, rights, and concessions, well and peaceably, 

freely and quietly, fully and wholly, for themselves and their heirs, 

of us and our heirs, in all respects and in all places forever, as is 

aforesaid. An oath, has been taken…that all these conditions 

aforesaid shall be kept in good faith and without evil intent.  Given 

under our hand - the above named and many others being 

witnesses - in the meadow which is called Runnymede, between 

Windsor and Staines, on the fifteenth day of June, in the 

seventeenth year of our reign. 

 

Assignment: 

Label the key issue(s) in each of the numbered sections.  
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